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Overview

 LA County Waste Collection System

– Residential Franchise (RF)

– Commercial Franchise (CF)

– Garbage Disposal Districts (GDD)

– Open Market

 Food Waste Diversion Pilots

– GDDs

– CF

 Food Waste Processing



LA County Waste Collection System

 Unincorporated County Areas

– 1.1 million residents

– Over 20,000 businesses

– Over 100 communities

– Well over 12,000 commercial accounts in CF and
GDDs

– 21 RFs

– 39 CF waste haulers



Garbage Disposal Districts
Food Waste Pilot Program

Program Overview

 October 2015 – November 2016

 Republic Services, GDD hauler

 Belvedere and Firestone GDDs

– Belvedere GDD: 23 businesses

– Firestone GDD: 32 businesses

 Total collected: 246.86 tons



Commercial Franchise
Food Waste Collection Pilot

Program Overview

 1 year program

 Commercial Franchise waste haulers

 Puente Hills MRF

 Gate Fee: $85 per ton of food waste

 Pilot Program Rebate: $50 per ton credit

(applied to Franchise Fee Payments)

 No net increase cost to customers

 Contamination level must not exceed LACSD limits



Commercial Franchise
Food Waste Collection Pilot

Pre-Implementation



Commercial Franchise
Food Waste Collection Pilot

Program Overview

 Program began in July 2016

 3 haulers executed agreement;

1 actively participating

 Total collected to date:

402.83 tons



Success/Lessons Learned

Keys to success:

 Education and training

– Graphics-heavy approach

 Retraining

 Paying attention to the specific collection and
equipment needs of the customer

– Increasing frequency of collection to combat odor

– Locks

– Fluctuation in generation during holidays



Next Steps for Commercial Franchise
Food Waste Collection Pilot

For consideration:

 Program extension

 Increasing hauler participation

 Revising Franchise Fee Credit incentive

 Increased outreach from County



Sanitation Districts
Pilot Programs

 Joint Water Pollution Control Plant
(JWPCP)

– Waste Management, Inc.

– Insinkerator

 Puente Hills Materials Recovery
Facility (MRF)

– Los Angeles County Department of
Public Works

– Private waste haulers

JWPCP

Puente Hills MRF



Food Waste Receiving &
Processing



Food Waste Tons to
Pilot Programs
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Joint Water Pollution Control
Plant in Carson

N

24 Anaerobic Digesters
(3.7M gal each)

20 MW Digester Gas-to-
Energy Facility

Natural Gas Vehicle
Public Fueling Station



Tanker Truck Unloading Station

Food waste is pumped from tanker trucks into closed,
sealed storage tanks, controlling odors.

Two identical receiving/in-feed stations for redundancy.



Food Waste Pumped Into Treatment
Plant Digester

Slurry is pumped into a 3.7 million gallon digester



Digester Gas Production



JWPCP - Using Digester Gas
for Energy since 1938



Productive Use of Gas

Generation of electricity for
on-site use or sale (20 MW) Vehicle fuel

Biomethane Biosolids
drying



South Kern
Compost Manufacturing

Facility

AZ Land Application

Liberty Compost

Nursery
Products
Compost

Tulare Lake Compost Facility

JWPCP

Inland Empire
Regional Composting

Facility

Productive Use of AD Solids



Tulare Lake Compost

55



Projected Capacity for Food Waste

 Joint Water Pollution Control Plant
(JWPCP)

– 500 tons per day

 Puente Hills Materials Recovery
Facility (MRF)

– 165 tons per day

JWPCP

Puente Hills MRF



Thank You!

Bob Asgian, Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts

RAsgian@lacsd.org

(562) 908-4288 ext. 6002

Suk Chong, Los Angeles County Public Works

SChong@dpw.lacounty.gov

(626) 458-5167


